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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 1, line 5, 
"comprise" should be —comprises--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Other claims are also rejected because of their dependency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-8, 10-12, 14-17, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Schlank et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,134,017). 

As to claim 1, Schlank teaches a method for facilitating the pushing of input data across 
one or more communications links from an input peripheral to one or more multiple hosts, the 
method comprising: 

displaying a user interface (UI) (facsimile manager 100, col. 10 lines 42-52, and 
fig. 6) from which one or more destinations of inputted data may be selected (col. 10 
lines 60-col. 1 1 lines 16, and fig. 6), wherein a destination comprises one or more 
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multiple hosts (out-box to be displayed for summarizing out-going items, col. 10 line 65- 
col. 11 line 12, and fig. 8); 

obtaining an indication of a selected destination (address book, col. 1 1 lines 1-10, 

% ii); 

notifying a host of the selected destination (col. 13 lines 1-11, and col. 14 lines 5- 

31); 

receiving communications from the host (bi-directional operation, col. 5 lines 39- 
63, and col. 14 lines 5-31); 

inputting data at the input peripheral (scanning and storing images or documents 
in the in-box, col. 10 lines 20-53); 

transmitting the inputted data to the selected destination host (send a fax, col. 8 
lines 14-35). 

As to claim 2, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the input 
peripheral is selected from a group consisting of a scanner and a multifunction peripheral (MFP) 
(col. 3 line 53-col. 4 line 13, and figs. 6, 7A-B). 

As to claim 4, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the inputted data 
is image data resulting from scanning one or more documents (scanned images, col. 6 lines 9- 
25). 

As to claim 5, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
communications link is selected from groups consisting of a network and multiple direct- 
connections (address book, col. 16 lines 43-67, and fig. 1 1). 
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As to claim 6, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein a destination 
comprises a primary target and a secondary target, the primary target comprising one or more 
multiple hosts and the secondary target comprising resources associated with the primary target 
(the user can cause facsimile manager 100 to initiate a series of pre-defined actions, col. 12 lines 
31-33, and sorting information based on different categories, col. 16 lines 15-65). 

As to claim 7, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein a destination 
comprises a primary target and a secondary target, the primary target comprising one or more 
multiple hosts and the secondary target comprising resources associated with the primary target, 
the method further comprising providing a selection mechanism via the UI where a user may 
select both a primary and a secondary target (the user can cause facsimile manager 100 to initiate 
a series of pre-defined actions, col. 12 lines 31-33, sorting information based on different 
categories, col. 16 lines 15-65, dragging-and-dropping an entry or entries on the appropriate 
container object, col. 16 lines 55-65). 

As to claim 8, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein a destination 
comprises a primary target and a secondary target, the primary target comprising one or more 
multiple hosts and the secondary target comprising resources associated with the primary target, 
the method further comprising providing a selection mechanism via the UI where a user may 
select a primary target via a first menu and then a secondary target associated with the selected 
primary target (the user can cause facsimile manager 100 to initiate a series of pre-defined 
actions, col. 12 lines 31-33, sorting information based on different categories, col. 16 lines 15-65, 
dragging-and-dropping an entry or entries on the appropriate container object, col. 16 lines 55- 
65, and Fax Log of fig. 10, Phone/Fax Setup of fig. 18A, and Address Book of fig. 18B). 
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As to claim 10, Schlank teaches a method for facilitating "kick-pull" scanning across one 
or more communications links from an input peripheral to one or more multiple hosts, the 
method comprising: 

displaying a user interface (UI) from which one or more destinations of inputted data may 
be selected (note the rejection of claim 1 above), wherein a destination comprises a primary 
target and a secondary target, the primary target comprising one or more multiple hosts and the 
secondary target comprising resources associated with the primary target (the user can cause 
facsimile manager 100 to initiate a series of pre-defined actions, col. 12 lines 31-33, sorting 
information based on different categories, col. 16 lines 15-65, dragging-and-dropping an entry or 
entries on the appropriate container object, col. 16 lines 55-65); 

obtaining an indication of a selected destination; inputting data at the input peripheral; 
transmitting the inputted data to the selected destination (note the rejection of claim 1 above). 

As to claim 11, note the rejection of claim 1 above. 

As to claim 12, it is similar in scope to claim 2 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As to claim 14, it is similar in scope to claim 4 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As to claim 15, it is similar in scope to claim 5 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As to claim 16, it is similar in scope to claim 6 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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As to claim 17, it is similar in scope to claim 8 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As to claims 19-22, they are computer program product claims of method claims 10, 12, 
14, and 18. Note the rejections of claims 10, 12, 14, and 18 above respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schlank 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,134,017) in view of Machida (U.S. Patent No. 6,642,943 Bl). 

As to claim 3, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein the one or more 
multiple hosts (note the rejection of claim 1 above); however, Schlank does not clearly show that 
the hosts are computers. Machida shows the computers and peripheral devices shared on the 
network (col. 9 line 62-col. 10 line 23, and figs. 5 and 1 1). It would have been obvious at the 
time of the invention that a person with ordinary skill in the art would want to provide a system 
to be able to utilize highly features of sharing data from computers of Machida in the facsimile 
manager of Schlank to collect much more information from other computers throughout the 
Network. 

As to claim 13, it is similar in scope to claim 3 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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6. Claims 9 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schlank 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,134,017) in view of Tang et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,793,365). 

As to claim 9, Schlank teaches a method as recited in claim 1, wherein a destination 
comprises a primary target and a secondary target, the primary target comprising one or more 
multiple hosts and the secondary target comprising resources associated with the primary target, 
wherein such resources are selected from a group consisting of: 

• an application program for receiving the inputted data (scanner driver 
application, col. 3 lines 60-67); 

• a telephone number for facsimile transmission of the inputted data (phone book 
of figs. 18A-B); 

• storage location to store the inputted data (the received images from facsimile 
machine 18 to be stored on disk, col. 5 lines 1-6); however, Schlank does not teach of 
using email address to send the inputted data to. Tang clearly teaches of using email 
allows a workgroup to conveniently transfer and share information related to specific 
topics, bypassing conventional approaches, such as accessing specific directories and 
files with a file browser on the one hand, and email discussions with document 
attachments on the other (col. 4 lines 1-6). It would have been obvious at the time of the 
invention that a person with ordinary skill in the art would want to use the email 
addresses of Tang in the facsimile manager of Schlank for ease in transferring and 
sharing data. 

As to claim 18, it is similar in scope to claim 9 above; therefore, rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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Conclusion 



1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Nagasaka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,556,875 Bl) teach scanners, images, 

documents, devices, and GUI (cols. 2-35, figs. 7, 18, 20-24, and 27). 

Brackett et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,388,687 Bl) teach scanners, input devices, 

destinations, printers, and Network (cols. 5-17, and figs. 1-8). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T Chuong whose telephone number is 703-305-5753. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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